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RUBIN MUSEUM HIRES DANEYAL MAHMOOD AS DIRECTOR OF 
EXHIBITIONS 

 
 

New York, NY (July 24, 2018) — The Rubin Museum of Art has hired Daneyal 
Mahmood, currently the Director of Visual Programming at the Watermill Center, as 
Director of Exhibitions.  
 
In this role, Mahmood will shape and oversee the Rubin Museum’s exhibitions and 
annual themes, collaborating with the curatorial and design staff and driving 
strategies for innovative exhibitions, greater and deeper audience engagement, and 
impactful, memorable experiences.  
 
“Daneyal is inspiring in his intellectual freshness and does not shy away from 
experimental exploration,” said Jorrit Britschgi, Executive Director. “As we move 
toward even broader public engagement, his unique career background and 
conceptual approach will ensure that the Rubin Museum creates bold and 
meaningful exhibitions.” 
 
Mahmood has followed a unique career path that combines entrepreneurship, arts 
administration, clinical psychology research, and leadership. Mahmood joins the 
Museum following Britschgi’s recent appointment as Executive Director in December 
and the launch of the Rubin’s first annual theme, “The Future,” in February. His role 
has been reimagined for audience growth. 
 
“The Rubin has no other counterpart in the city; by mixing a permanent collection 
with contemporary art, psychology, and Buddhist philosophy, there are endless 
possibilities to create something that other institutions simply can’t offer,” Mahmood 
said. “I look forward to developing exhibitions that are conceptual, that expand the 
sourcing of exhibition materials, and that speak to the contemporary human 
condition. My background in psychology has definitely influenced the way I see art 
and my expectations for what an exhibition should do.” 
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In addition to holding a PhD in experimental psychology, Mahmood has extensive 
experience producing exhibitions and visual arts programming. As Director of Visual 
Programming for the Watermill Center, he curated and produced artist talks, panel 
discussions, and led the Maren Otto Fellowship program. He was also the founder 
and director of Daneyal Mahmood Gallery in New York, curating exhibitions and 
providing a platform for politically and culturally significant art from around the world, 
and the director of Kashya Hildebrand Gallery, developing exhibitions of works by 
Asian, Southeast Asian, and Middle Eastern artists. He also served as a research 
psychologist for the National Development Research Institute, studying 
psychological components of addiction. He received his PhD from the New School 
for Social Research, and his work has been published in many academic journals 
and publications. He begins work at the Rubin Museum in late August 2018. 

 
About the Rubin Museum of Art  
The Rubin Museum of Art is an arts oasis and cultural hub in New York City’s vibrant 
Chelsea neighborhood that inspires visitors to make powerful connections between 
contemporary life and the art and ideas of the Himalayas, India, and neighboring 
regions. With a diverse array of thought-provoking exhibitions and programs—
including films, concerts, and onstage conversations—the Rubin sparks new ways of 
seeing the world. Emphasizing cross-cultural connections, the Rubin is a space to 
contemplate the big questions that extend across history and span human cultures.  
 
The Rubin Museum’s preeminent collection includes over 3,200 objects spanning 
more than 1,500 years to the present day. Included are works of art from the Tibetan 
plateau and surrounding regions of Nepal, Bhutan, India, Pakistan, Afghanistan, 
China, and Mongolia. 
 

 
For further information and images, please contact:  
 
Robin Carol  
Senior Manager, Communications & Marketing 
Rubin Museum of Art 
212.620.5000 x213 
rcarol@rubinmuseum.org  
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